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The Ebook That Settles the Debate Once and For All

A closer look at how these CMS juggernauts are redefining content management in their unique ways.



INTRODUCTION

A CMS, ora

Man: ,Is an
integral part of digital
platforms we interact with.

Functioning as the main hub, a CMS helps streamline the
creation, publishing, and distribution of content, enabling the
foundation for automated content management. Because of how
it functions, the CMS plays an indispensable role in shaping
digital experiences that businesses try hard to ace and outsmart
competitors. Right now, the global industry relies heavily on two
CMS platforms: WordPress and Drupal. Together, they capture
over 63% of the market. These platforms serve many purposes,
from enabling a strong digital presence to supporting everyday
projects led by developers.

While WordPress is praised for its manageability and versatility,
Drupal is hailed for offering unmatched flexibility and security to
developers powering large-scale enterprise projects. With each
platform having its benefits and limitations, decision-makers find

themselves in a dilemma, wondering: which one is right for us?
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CHAPTER 01

WordpPress:
The Reigning
Champion

The world's most popular CMS, powering millions of
websites with ease.
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HISTORY AND BACKGROUND

WordPress saw the light of day
back in 200:

Matt Mullenweg and Mike Little built the platform with a In 2004, a major breakthrough occurred, and WordPress
simple mission: to make blogging easier and more accessible brought a slew of plugins and templates to simplify and
for everyone. They introduced WordPress as an open-source accelerate content management.

platform, giving everyone access to use, modify, and share it.
Suddenly, users could customize their websites without
needing to code.

The progress was dramatic and propelled WordPress to a new
stratosphere of popularity, making it the internet’s favorite.

Over the years, WordPress grew to become a full-spectrum
CMS capable of powering all kinds of websites.

At present, WordPress powers

more than 43% of the web (over
835 million websites).
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MAJOR MILESTONES IN WORDPRESS HISTORY

Let’s trace the or and
of WordPress.

WordPress 5.0
WordPress 1.0 The block-based Gutenberg editor
comment moderation, and page With the launch of the Twenty Ten i 9 'bl b? I’< g
editing launched, setting the stage theme, bulk plugin updates, and €asily movabie blocks.
for WordPress’s SEO prowess. contextual help, collaboration

among 200+ contributors led to
impressive results.

— — — — g,

_— e —— —

WordPress 4.0

Enhanced media management and
a refined plugin directory improved
WordPress 2.0 user experience and made finding
The WYSIWYG editor made content add-ons much easier.
editing simple, while Akismet spam
protection and backup plugins
improved site security.
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MAJOR MILESTONES IN WORDPRESS HISTORY

The journey sinc

WordPress 6.7

WordPress 6.7, codenamed "Rollins", was
WordPress 6.2 Iaunf:hed. It brought. sever.al new features

and improvements, including a new default
A slew of new features rolled out, including theme (Twenty Twenty-Five) and
full-site editing, leaving beta, and an easy- enhanced site-building capabilities.

to-use template browser for custom
layouts. It also reintroduced distraction-
free writing mode in Gutenberg Editor.

WordPress 6.8

WordPress 6.0 This version enhances performance

. - . . with speculative loading, strengthens
Focusing on the writing experience, this security via bervot hashing. and
version introduced style switching, WordPress 6.4 ) y via beryp g,

more design tools, and advanced sizing introduces improved design tools and

L editor features for a more intuitive
controls for greater customization. )
user experience.

Launched with the Twenty Twenty-
Four (2024) theme, enhancing full-
site editing and emphasizing patterns
for improved customization.

** At the time of writing this eBook, WordPress 6.8 is the latest CMS version, released on April 15, 2025.

** These updates are a testament to WordPress’s impeccable growth and commitment to meeting user needs. With so much
already achieved, it's fascinating to see what lies ahead in its journey as a top-tier CMS.
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WORDPRESS USAGE STATISTICS

WordPress holds a 61.8% share of the CMS market

@ WordPress (61.8%)
Shopify (6.4%)

_ Wix (4.4%)

@ Squarespace (3.1%)

@® Joomla (2.3%)

@ Drupal (1.2%)

@® Adobe Systems (1.2%)

© Webflow (11%)

_ Others (17.8%)




CHAPTER 02

Drupal:
ywerful

illenger

The robust, highly customizable CMS for complex
digital experiences.

58 (8 () o8 (>



HISTORY AND BACKGROUND

The name “Drupal” was born
out of pure luc

Back in 2001, Dries Buytaert had laid down plans to begin an
open-source project and tried registering a domain. He
accidentally typed “drop.org” instead of “dorp.org”—a Dutch
word for “village.”
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The name just felt right to him, and he decided to keep it. The
name evolved into “Druppel, meaning “droplet” in Dutch, and
eventually came into practice as “Drupal,” sounding more
familiar in English.

Over the years, Drupal has significantly come of age and is
backed by a thriving community relentlessly searching for
something “new.” Currently, there are over 110,000 users on
drupal.org, and the number’s clocking a new height as we
speak. Ever since its launch year, Drupal has seen over ten

major releases.
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MAJOR MILESTONES IN DRUPAL HISTORY

Let’s explore the key step in Drupal’s
evolution, making it the CMS it is today.

15.01.2001

Introduced modular
content management
with simple PHP files,
MySQL support, and
themes.

01.02.2003

Enhanced user profiles,
pager support, comment
moderation, and improved
theming.

15.09.2001

Introduced nodes,
content types (e.g., story,
blog), and significant
code refactoring.

— — — — g,

— e - — -

01.08.2003

15.03.2001 15.06.2002 Added clean URLs, menu
e Introduced taxonomy, routing, and the front-
Added translation, replacing metatags for 7. 00 controller design pattern.

localization, and group-
based access control for
enhanced usability.

content classification;
expanded international
contributions.
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MAJOR MILESTONES IN DRUPAL HISTORY

Drupal's journey to becoming a
truste

18.10.2004

Configurable menus,
custom user profiles, and
enhanced translation
management.

01.11.2003

Improved user-
friendliness with URL
aliasing, breadcrumbs,
and mass node
operations.

01.05.2006

Added AJAX features,
PHPTemplate engine,
Form API, and module
database hooks.

_— e o -

01.04.2004

Introduced File API,

fieldsets, and unified 15.04.2005 15.01.2007

theme functions for Supported PHP5 2.01.

streamlined development. multisite setups,'and Introduced web-based

installer, custom content
types, and modular
reorganization.

introduced Image API and
contributed Views
module. v5.0




MAJOR MILESTONES IN DRUPAL HISTORY

Drupal's usability leap: 2008-2

13.02.2008

Improved menu system,
friendlier installation,
and drag-and-drop
admin features.

— —

05.01.2011

Entity APl introduced,
unifying users,
taxonomy, and custom
entities under one

system.

2808 19.11.2015

Built on Symfony,
introduced semantic
versioning, and adopted
Object-Oriented
Programming.

\"4[1X1) 1512.2022

Enabled headless CMS
accelerator, integrated
CKEditor 5, new default
themes, and required
PHP 8.1.

— e o — g,
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Ay a4 08.05.2025

Focuses on enhancing
stability and reliability
with key bug fixes for
node add/edit, media
library, and
documentation
inaccuracies; includes
security patches and
updates to
dependencies like
Symfony and Twig.

02.08.2024

03.06.2020

Removed deprecated
code, updated
dependencies, and
prepared for future
platform requirements.

v11.0

Enhanced performance,
modernized front-end,
and improved developer
experience.
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DRUPAL USAGE STATISTICS

Drupal powers millions of web with its
strong security and flexibility

26.7%

WordPress
61.8%

Magento
2.5%

Drupal
1.2%

Joomla
6.4%
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DRUPAL USAGE STATISTICS
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CHAPTER ©03

WordPress vs.
Drupal:
Head-to-Head
Comparison

Comparing strengths, speed, security, and
performance
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WORDPRESS VS. DRUPAL

Wordpress and Dru pal are WordPress leads the pack as a CMS for beginners, helping
developers to make a website up and running with minimal or
the top CMS platf\ to zero coding. Drupal, on the contrary, is a no-brainer choice for
. Ty e advanced, highly customized sites. Drupal’s structure and
conSIder When IOOklng for functionality can make it more complicated to handle,
a solution. especially if you're after a smoother and more user-friendly

experience like WordPress offers.

Read on for a detailed, factor-by-factor comparison between
WordPress and Drupal to make an informed decision. All of
this can potentially reveal actionable next steps for your
content management needs.

WordPress excels in market share

and ease; Drupal leads in security,
scalability, and flexibility.




Content Ma

@ WordPress

WordPress offers simple, intuitive tools for content
creation. With its straightforward process—create a post,
add content, choose the styling you prefer, and publish—it’s
widely favored by the community of developers. The
Gutenberg block-based editor, introduced in WordPress 5.0,
brought a WYSIWYG approach, allowing users to build
pages using blocks without touching code. With thousands
of themes and over 57,000 plugins, WordPress supports
SEO, e-commerce, and social media integration. It allows for
incremental design changes, enabling teams to quickly
adapt to evolving user behavior and content strategies.

R e e
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6 Drupal

Drupal, on the other hand, offers a powerful and flexible
content architecture geared toward complex, large-scale
websites. While it has a steeper learning curve and isn’t
beginner-friendly, it excels in areas like custom content
modeling, role-based access control, and multilingual
capabilities. Its taxonomy system is especially strong,
allowing for highly structured and categorized content.
Drupal is also known for its scalability and security, making
it a preferred choice for government agencies, universities,
and enterprises. It supports decoupled and headless builds,
and its configuration management system allows
developers to move changes across environments with
precision. Community-backed modules further extend
functionality for workflows, content moderation, API
integrations, and beyond.

WordPress excels with its intuitive, user-friendly tools and vast plugin ecosystem,
while Drupal offers powerful features but demands technical expertise, making it
less accessible for beginners.

VERDICT
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&) WordPress @ Drupal
;
When comparing ease of use, WordPress stands tall as | Drupal, on the other hand, takes longer to master. While
the clear winner. The CMS has a well-distributed, user- i not too difficult, it requires a lot of practice to get started.
friendly interface, which makes it much easier for i Achieving Drupal-based optimization takes more time
beginners to build fully functional websites from scratch. i than other platforms. Drupal’s reliance on modules means
With its block-based visual editor and extensive | that users need moderate-to-advanced technical
ecosystem of plugins and themes, WordPress empowers i expertise and knowledge of command-line operations,
both developers and content creators to quickly build and i making the whole process of adding and configuring
customize websites. This streamlined approach speeds up i features far more complicated.
workflows, reduces time to market, and boosts ROI. :
| For every 30\
As of 2025, ti . least one is mad
million WordPres | BuiltWith, almo
of the C i powe
|
|
|

WordPress has come far ahead, providing businesses with similar capabilities to

V& RI@? Drupal; however, it stands out as a more user-friendly, flexible, and cost-efficient

CMS.
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@ WordPress 6 Drupal

WordPress continues to offer robust SEO capabilities
through its intuitive ecosystem and powerful plugins like
Yoast SEO and All in One SEO, enabling users to optimize

Drupal has cutting-edge SEO capabilities; however,
mastering these takes more time and effort. Drupal 11
allows developers to improve meta tags, structured data,
metadata, URL structures, and sitemaps. Built-in XML
sitemap generation also helps improve search engine
indexing. With the release of WordPress 6.8, SEO and
performance receive further boosts. New speculative loading
via the Speculation Rules APl enhances page load speed,
while bcrypt password hashing strengthens security.

and canonical URLs. But, users often need to configure
modules like Yoast or Metatag to tap into the full potential
of these features. Additionally, it boasts clean code, which
is inherently SEO-friendly.

Enhanced query caching reduces database load, and
improvements in the block editor streamline content creation.
Together, these updates make WordPress 6.8 a faster, more
secure, and SEO-friendly platform.

R e e

WordPress simplifies SEO with user-friendly plugins like Yoast and All in One SEO.

V& RI@? Drupal, while offering advanced SEO capabilities like clean code, requires more

technical expertise, making it more suited for experienced developers.
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Securit

WordPress, needless to say, is the most popular CMS and a common
target for hackers. The CMS is considered a sitting duck due to its
dependency on third-party plugins and themes, making it more
susceptible to the cyber threatscape. But then again, WordPress and the
0.58% 92.81% community behind tends to nip the vulnerabilities in the bud by ensuring
monitoring and patching security issues as well as consistent maintenance
of the ecosystem.

6.61%

Plugin vulnerabilities make up more than a half of the security risks, so
keeping plugins updated is a pivotal practice. Regular updates to

WordPress Core, combined with theme maintenance exercises, ensure
security. Managed hosting providers, like WP Engine, enhance security
Plugins [ Themes [ Core with features like Global Edge Security and SOC 2 Type Il certification.
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Drupal however, comes out on top as the most secure CMS,
57% underpinned by integrated support for two-factor authentication, SSL,
14% 18% access controls, and full security reporting. This has been made possible
1% , - . .
by the platform’s built-in security modules and its use of Symfony 6.2
PHP framework in Drupal 10, which enhances the overall security of the
websites.

Much like WordPress, Drupal modules (an equivalent of WordPress
plugins) are reviewed by the community to ensure heightened security.
Drupal's security-oriented strategy proves worthwhile when the site
requires a strong personalized security level, which is rather necessary
M Drupal M Joomla for modern enterprises.

WordPress

Drupal is probably the most secure CMS out there: however, it isn’t immune to the

Vg RI@? bad actors on the internet. Just like WordPress, Drupal needs to be regularly

monitored and maintained to evade cyberattacks.
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@ WordPress 6 Drupal

WordPress 6.8 brings noticeable improvements in speed,
especially with the introduction of speculative loading via
the Speculation Rules API, which enables browsers to

Drupal sticks out for its efficiency and speed. It isn't
resource-intensive, resulting in faster server communication
and response times. The CMS also uses extensions like
prefetch or prerender links for faster navigation. These
updates help reduce load times and improve overall
responsiveness, narrowing the gap with performance-

caching modules that facilitate better loading times and
improved performance throughput.

oriented platforms. However, Drupal still leads when it
comes to raw speed. Its streamlined architecture and
efficient content handling make it faster out of the box,
especially for large-scale or high-traffic sites. While
WordPress offers ease of use and flexibility, Drupal
maintains an edge in delivering consistently faster
performance under demanding conditions.

R e e

While Drupal comes to the fore for its speed and efficiency, WordPress can begin

V& RI@? to falter when pushed beyond its capacity. The latter requires careful optimization

to maintain performance.




Depl

@ WordPress

WordPress offers beginner-friendly deployment via one-
click web hosting (e.g., Bluehost, SiteGround) and cloud
services like AWS or WP Engine. It runs efficiently on a
LAMP stack for virtual servers, with VPS (e.g., A2 Hosting)
for growth. Kubernetes enhances scalability for high-traffic
sites. Minimal technical skills are needed, with managed
hosting handling updates and security. Shared hosting suits
small sites, but plugins may impact performance, making
WordPress ideal for quick, cost-effective setups.

R e e
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6 Drupal

Drupal deployment suits complex sites, using specialized
hosting (e.g., Acquia, Pantheon) or cloud platforms like AWS
and DigitalOcean. A LAMP stack on virtual servers supports

custom configurations, while VPS (e.g., Kamatera) meets
resource demands. Kubernetes ensures scalability for high-

traffic, modular sites. Technical expertise is required for
PHP 8.3 and Apache/Nginx setups. Managed hosting
simplifies maintenance, but Drupal’s resource-intensive
nature favors VPS or enterprise solutions, making it ideal for
secure, large-scale projects.

While both platforms support container deployment, Drupal’s enterprise focus
may provide added benefits for large, complex websites requiring advanced

VERDICT

scalability and performance.
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@ WordPress 6 Drupal

WordPress offers extensive integration capabilities thanks
to its open-source code and large plugin ecosystem,
allowing seamless connections with third-party platforms

Drupal also supports integrations via modules, allowing
connections with third-party services and adding advanced
website features. However, finding and implementing
like Salesforce and Microsoft Dynamics. Its flexibility
extends to headless deployments, where data is pulled via
APls for personalized, fast omnichannel experiences.

modules can be more complex than WordPress plugins.
While Drupal is suitable for headless solutions, its
developer-centric nature limits the flexibility for content
creators, making WordPress the easier choice for
integrations.

R e e

When evaluating a CMS, the ability to integrate with third-party services is

V& RI@? essential, and WordPress leads in flexibility, whereas Drupal, though powerful,

demands more technical skills for integration.




Maintenai

@ WordPress

WordPress offers unparalleled flexibility; however, the CMS
requires regular maintenance to perform optimally. Admins
must stay on top of WordPress updates and incorporate
them at pace to keep everything running smoothly and
securely.

While WordPress lacks dedicated 24/7 support, its super-
active, always-on community offers extensive resources,
forums, and documentation. Many business owners opt for
WordPress managed services to keep the CMS ecosystem
up to par, freeing them to focus on strategic priorities. A
specialized, expert-backed WordPress development
company like Unified Infotech can also help in end-to-end
WordPress maintenance, ensuring ongoing performance
without additional effort from the business owner.

VERDICT

R e e
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6 Drupal

Drupal, much like its counterpart, offers no 24/7 support;
however, the makers and the community behind offers
resources, forums, and documentation to help users learn
the ropes. There’s a glut of third-party websites dedicated
to Drupal support, though fewer in number.

Drupal requires hands-on maintenance like WordPress.
Admins are tasked with a range of responsibilities, including
monitoring the site’s Status Report, managing Cron jobs,
caching, and configuring security modules. Drupal,
however, necessitates complex maintenance, which is both
time-intensive and resource-draining. Without the help of
certified Drupal experts, businesses might find themselves
overwhelmed by the demands of Drupal upkeep.

Managing WordPress feels like a breeze. However, Drupal’s maintenance might
feel tricky and intricate, that may overwhelm businesses without expert support.
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The Decisive Factor: |

@ WordPress 6 Drupal

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cost makes a key difference. It's one of the most crucial factors when deciding between WordPress and
Drupal. Both platforms are free and open-source, but the total cost of ownership can differ significantly
based on usage. For both, web hosting or an on-premises environment is hecessary, and some hosting
providers offer paid add-ons for easier deployment and ongoing management, which can add to the
expense.

WordPress tends to be more cost-effective in terms of learning and training. Its user-friendly interface
means that users can get up to speed quickly, reducing the need for extensive training. WordPress offers
over 60,000 free plugins, but premium plugins and customizations may require additional costs for
developers or technical assistance.

In contrast, Drupal has a steeper learning curve, requiring more time and investment in training. Its setup
and customization involve several intricate aspects. Additionally, Drupal developers are often harder to find
and more expensive than WordPress developers, which can increase overall costs.
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Enterprise TCO Comparison: Drupal ve WordPress

WordPress

License fee

Example build cost

Example maintenance

cost

Example hosting cost

Example ongoing
development cost

$0 / year
£0 / year

$165,000 - $250,000
£120,000 - £180,000

$15,000 / year
£11,000 / year

$5,000 - $10,000 / month
£3,500 - £7,000 / month

$1,500 - $2,000+ / month
£1,000 - £1,500+ / month

$0
£0

$100,000 - $200,000
£80,000 - £150,000

$11,500 / year
£8,400 / year

$5,000 - $7,000 / month
£3,500 - £5,000 / month

$1,500 - $2,000+ / month
£1,000 - £1,500+ / month
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THE CONCLUSTION

Which CMS Should
You Choose?

When choosing between WordPress and Drupal, consider your needs.
For most people, WordPress is the best choice due to its user-friendly
interface, quick setup, and extensive support.




@ Why Choose

@

&
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D

Easy to use without technical
skills required.

Quick setup with customizable
themes and plugins.

Vast plugin library for added
functionality.

Large support network through
tutorials and forums.

KEY TAKEAWAY
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6 Why Choose

G
&

Advanced customization for
complex websites and
workflows.

High security for enterprise-
level or government sites.

Better multilingual management
for global websites.

WordPress is ideal for most users, offering ease, speed, and

support. Choose Drupal only for advanced features or complex
eeds.




THE UNIFIED ADVANTAGE

Transform your online
presence with our expert
backed, specialized web
design and development
services in WordPress and
Drupal.

14+ 300+

Years of Business Global Clients
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As a premier web design and development company, we offer
bespoke website solutions that combine custom website
development with professional website design. Our team
excels in crafting tailored digital experiences on the back of
WordPress and Drupal CMS that elevate your brand
experiences and drive core efficiencies. Through a meticulous
blend of advanced technology and aesthetic precision, we
ensure that your website not only meets but exceeds industry
standards, reflecting both functionality and elegance.

Unified Infotech helps you assess your unique requirements,

providing expert guidance to choose between WordPress and
Drupal for optimal performance and scalability.

Book a No-obligation Consultation —

250+ 91%

Tech Experts

Satisfaction Rate



https://www.unifiedinfotech.net/technology/wordpress-development/
https://www.unifiedinfotech.net/technology/drupal-development/
https://www.unifiedinfotech.net/about/contact/

EECEOIE N

Y

About Author

Who Are We?

Since 2010, Unified Infotech is a globally trusted custom software
development and IT consulting company with headquarters in
New York, USA. Combining our extensive industry experience with
deep technical knowledge amassed over years of experience, we
offer expert services across digital engineering, experience
innovation, and business strategy domains to help our customers
overcome their performance bottlenecks and streamline

Santanu Mandal
Project Manager

efficiencies for speed and value. Santanu is a seasoned professional and people leader with

over two decades of experience in streamlining workflow
Our Kolkata-Based Delivery Center in India features a modern, operations and driving project success through exceptional
innovation-led infrastructure. With over 250 professionals using leadership, technical expertise, and meticulous attention to
new and next-generation technologies, we serve businesses of all detail. Passionate about innovation, he excels at solving
sizes, from Fortune 500s, SMBs, and startups. complex challenges and ensures seamless project

execution from concept to completion.
OUR BADGES OF EXCELLENCE
With a strategic mindset and strong communication skills,
Santanu fosters collaboration among cross-functional
teams, consistently delivering high-quality solutions that
exceed client expectations. As a people leader, he is socially
aware, prioritizes team well-being, and offers practical
solutions that nurture a culture of inclusivity and integrity.
Combined with his commitment to advancing digital

transformation, Santanu is a trusted and influential figure in
You can also get in touch with us at the tech industry.

hello@unifiedinfotech.net

For more information, visit www.unifiedinfotech.net



https://www.unifiedinfotech.net/
mailto:hello@unifiedinfotech.net



